
Ginis based on educational attainment for 138 countries, 1960-1999 

 
Introduction 

This dataset and its description of the construction is obtained from: 

 

Péter Földvári and Bas van Leeuwen, ' Educational inequality, income inequality, and 

growth,’ in progress. 

 

It is based on the attainment data from Barro and lee (2001). The number of countries and 

the average educational Ginis is presented in below table. 

 
Educational Gini-coefficients 1960-1999 

 Educational Gini 
 Full sample OECD countries Non-OECD countries 
 Average 

Gini 
No. 

observations 
Average 

Gini 
No. 

observations 
Average 

Gini 
No. 

observations 
1960 50.5 99 23.2 28 61.3 71 
1965 49.6 99 23.5 28 59.9 71 
1970 48.1 101 23.3 28 57.6 73 
1975 47.9 106 23.8 28 56.6 78 
1980 45.3 106 23.0 28 53.3 78 
1985 43.0 107 22.5 28 50.3 79 
1990 41.3 109 21.6 28 48.1 81 
1995 39.1 105 21.5 28 45.6 77 
1999 38.0 105 21.8 28 43.9 77 

 
 

Construction of the dataset 

The educational Ginis were constructed from the Barro and Lee (2001) database. We 

used the formula as suggested by Thomas, Wang, and Fan (2000), Checchi (2004) and 

Castelló and Doménech (2000, 4). They started with 
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Where H is average years of schooling in the population aged 15 years and over, i and j 

are different levels of education, in  and jn  are the shares of population with a given 

level of education, and ix̂  and jx̂  are the cumulative average years of schooling at each 



educational level. Again following Castelló and Doménech (2000), we can rewrite this 

equation as 
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Where 00 =x , 1x  is “average years of primary schooling in the total population” divided 

by the percentage of the population with at least primary education;  2x is “average years 

of secondary schooling in the total population” divided by the percentage of the 

population with at least secondary education; 3x  is “average years of higher schooling in 

the total population” divided by the percentage of the population with at least higher; 0n  

is the percentage population with no education; 1n  the percentage in the population with 

primary education; 2n  the percentage in the population with secondary education; 3n the 

percentage in the population with higher education, and H is the average years of 

schooling in the population aged 15 years and over.  
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